SPACE WEATHER ENTERPRISE FORUM MEDIA TIP SHEET
National Press Club, Washington, D.C.
May 21, 2008

As our lives grow increasingly dependent on sensitive electronics and space-based technology, our national and even world economies are becoming increasingly vulnerable to space weather impacts. 
NOAA and NASA are holding the 2nd Space Weather Enterprise Forum (SWEF) to address the economic, societal and national security impacts of space weather with a principal focus on assessing the growing future needs of a rapidly developing technological and changing world. The forum is free of charge. Media are welcome to attend the entire forum or individual sessions. Presenters at the forum will be available for interviews during breaks. 
NOAA, NASA, and the American Meteorological Society prepared this tip sheet for you to aid in writing current and future articles about space weather and its impacts on Earth. The following are sessions and speakers at this year’s Space Weather Enterprise Forum. 
For more information about the forum and to register:  http://www.swpc.noaa.gov/swef/index.html
FORUM KEYNOTE SPEAKERS

Our Home in Space: Space Weather and its Effects on Humans and Technology
Dr. Judith Lean, U.S. Naval Research Lab (9-9:20 a.m.)

Luncheon Speaker - Rep. Nicholas Lampson (D-TX 22nd) (12:40-1:50 p.m.)
FORUM SESSIONS

Space Weather: Effects on Technology – What are space weather effects on technology? Why are we concerned?  (9:20 – 10:40 a.m.)
The rapid advances in the technology sector and our fast growing dependency on space-based systems have resulted in our ever-increasing vulnerability to hazardous space weather. For example, commerce impacted by space weather includes electric power grids, aviation, satellites, and GPS and LOng RAnge Navigation (LORAN) users (including oil exploration, and surveying). Space weather impacts are also a significant concern for our national security and defense interests.   

Speakers:  Scott Rayder, NOAA Chief of Staff; Hank Krakowski, Chief Operating Officer, FAA; Mitchell Naris, Chief Systems Engineer, FAA; Hal E. Hagemeier , Deputy Director, National Security Space Office. 

Protecting Space Systems: Space Environmental Concerns for Future Capabilities – What are some of the space weather concerns facing current and future space activities? (11 a.m. – 12:20 p.m.)
Solar radiation alert and forecast services are critical for satellite operations and space exploration. Sub-orbital commercial space flight could be a reality within the next five years – as solar maximum approaches. 

Speakers:  Ed Morris, Director, NOAA Office of Space Commercialization; Dr. Michael Ryschkewitsch, NASA Chief Engineer; Michael N. Gold, Corporate Counsel, Bigelow Aerospace; Richard DalBello, Vice President of Government Relations, Intelsat General Corp.

Protecting Critical Infrastructure – What do we need to know about the space weather threat on critical infrastructure, and what cross-agency and international collaboration is necessary to help mitigate these concerns? (2:00 - 3:20 p.m.)
Space weather effects are wide ranging and highly relevant to our daily activities. Critical infrastructure such as the electric power grid can be significantly impacted by space weather. Cross-agency and international collaboration efforts are important to meet the space weather service requirements of the electric grid and other vulnerable critical infrastructure. 

Speakers: Professor, Dan Baker, Laboratory for Atmospheric and Space Physics, University of Colorado; TBD, U.S. Department of Homeland Security; Mark G. Lauby, Manager, Reliability Assessments, North American Electric Reliability Corporation; Ken Hodgkins, Director, Office of Space and Advanced Technology, Department of State
Meeting Customer Needs – What will be customer requirements, and will we be prepared to meet their fast-growing needs during the next solar maximum? (3:40 – 5:00 p.m.)
NOAA, USAF, NASA and other organizations work together to ensure public safety and social and economic benefits from the application of space weather information and services. Space weather service providers strive to understand and anticipate what products and services will be needed to ensure the wellbeing of our economic, industry, health, and defense sectors. 

Speakers: Dr. Thomas Bogdan, Director, NOAA Space Weather Prediction Center; Dr. John L. Hayes, Assistant Administrator for Weather Services and Director, National Weather Service; Dr. Fred Lewis, Director of Weather, Deputy Chief of Staff for Air, Space and Information, Plans and Requirements, Headquarters U.S. Air Force; Mark Andrews, Weather Integrated Product Team Lead, Joint Planning and Development Office, Next Generation Air Transportation System.
ADDITIONAL SPACE WEATHER EVENTS THIS WEEK

The Forum is the first of a series of space weather related events in Washington, D.C. during the week of May 19.The National Academies of Science will host a workshop on the societal and economic impacts of severe space weather events at the Washington Plaza Hotel on May 22-23, 2008.  For more information on that event: http://www7.nationalacademies.org/ssb/spaceweatherwkshp_may08.html  
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NOAA. The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Space Weather Prediction Center, located in Boulder, Colorado, is the nation's first alert of solar activity and its affects on Earth. Also, the NOAA Space Weather Prediction Center is the world warning agency for the International Space Environment Service, a consortium of 11-member nations.  
For more information, http://www.swpc.noaa.gov/ or contact: Carmeyia Gillis, 301-763-8000, ext. 7163 or Anatta, 303-497-6288.
NASA. The Heliophysics Division of the Science Mission Directorate at the National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA) explores the Sun-Earth system to understand the Sun and its effects on Earth, the solar system, and the space environmental conditions that will be experienced by human and robotic explorers. Heliophysics address the growing needs for understanding the physics of space weather and provides a large share of critical observations for space weather purposes to the nation.  

For more information, http://nasascience.nasa.gov/heliophysics or contact: NASA, Rani Gran 301-286-2483.
American Meteorological Society. The American Meteorological Society (AMS) has recently issued a policy statement on the importance of space weather research and services, and the need to develop advanced forecasting and mitigation techniques. The AMS strongly endorses activities and investments that further our understanding of this cross-disciplinary science and its practical applications. For the complete statement http://www.ametsoc.org/policy/2008spaceweather_amsstatement.html  
AMS Policy Fellow Dr. Genene Fisher will be at the Space Weather Enterprise Forum and can address any questions about the AMS statement.  For more information, contact Stephanie Kenitzer at (425) 432-2192 or kenitzer@ametsoc.org.
